FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
time" was postponed till November. Throughout all this time
the Bolshevik leaders in the Soviets unceasingly denounced the
Provisional Government for continually violating their own solemn
pledges respecting the summoning of the Constituent Assembly.
In the first week of August there was another Government
reshuffle. Kerensky became Prime Minister, and General Kornilov
(a Tsarist officer) Commander-in-Chief. The latter was a fatal
appointment. Kornilov seems to have lost no time in preparing
for a coup d'etat and the establishment of a military dictatorship
with himself at the head. Sir George Buchanan relates that on
September 5th he was informed of all this by "a Russian friend."
Kornilov proclaimed himself dictator on September 10, 1917, but
within two days the revolt was crushed. To quote M. Litvinov:
"Kornilov was crushed by the efforts of the railwaymen, the
working men's Red Guards, and the Lettish troops, Bolsheviks
to a man/3
Kornilov's objective, as already mentioned, was a military
dictatorship, and it was supported by those boodickers of Tsardom,
the Cadets. Kerensky recounts: "The part played by a very con-
siderable and influential group of liberals in the preparation of
General Kornilov's rebellion gave rise to a very strong feeling
within the revolutionary democracy against continuing with the
bourgeois-socialist coalition ministry."1
That is not surprising, but what is amazing, if Kerensky is
correct, is that this plot would seem to have been laid in London
and hatched out by the British Military Mission in Petrograd.
Kerensky narrates:
"In August, shortly before his rebellion, General Kornilov received
a letter from London, brought by a well-known soldier of fortune,
Aladin, once a Tradovik member of the First Duma. This letter was
from a very prominent statesman, and conveyed his wholehearted
approval of General Kornilov's intention. It is not improbable that this
message was the deciding factor in the destiny of that unsuccessful
Russian Napoleon.
1 The Crucifixion of Liberty, by A. Kerensky.